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by the Governments of the Provinces of South and North Carolina, and the Bahama or Lucaios 
Iſlands being Proprietary Governments in America, ſhould (more Eſpecially ) be Reaſſumed into the 
Hands of the Crown of Great Britain: Humbly offer d to the Conſideration of the Committee 
of the Honourable Houſe of Commons; To whom a Bill, for the better Regulating of the Charter 
and Proprietary Governments in AMERICA, and of his Majeſties Plantations, is Committed. 


L T HO the Provinces of South and North Care- 
lina, have been under the Government of Lords; 
Proprietors 53 Years, and the Bahama, or Lucaios 
Iſlands under the like Government 45 Years; yet 

the Proprietors of thoſe Governments, have not only ſuffer'd 

the ſaid Governments to lye open and Untenable againſt the 

Superior Power of France and __ in time of War, and a- 

inſt Pirates in time of Peace; but have likewiſe ſuffer'd the 
ignity of their Civil Government, and Conſequently the 

— gw; Quiet of the Inhabitants, to be Invaded by Dome- 
ick Broils. 


J. 


jects with the ſaid Lords, are or have been fo far from Re- 
conciling themſelves to that Deference and Obedience required 
from them, by their ſaid Lordſhips Letters- Pattents: Not- 
withſtanding the great Powers granted thereby : That the Con- 
ſideration thereof, has often incouraged the ſaid Inhabitants, 
to Diſpute the Commands of their Lordſhips Subſtitutes; and 
thereby many times put thoſe Provinces and Iſlands into the 
utmoſt Confuſion. 


III. That the French and Spaniards, (near Neighbours to 
the ſaid Governments ) having always been ſenlible that the 
ſaid Provinces and Iſlands, have no larger Protection then 
what proceeds from Perſons who are only Subjects to the Crown 
of England: Have hitherto paid very little Regard” to their 
Dominion; which they have Effectually Demonſtrated by 
their Inhumanities more Eſpecially Committed by the 3 5 

enc 


when with Fire and Swo ney 1 New Providence the 


Seat of Governmen the Bahama I[lanas in inc roar 1904. 
at which time *tis ſaid they Roaſted the Governour Alive; 
And again, in the Year 1684, In which Invaſions the Inha- 
bitants of New Providence &c. were Damagd by Computation 
to the Value of one Hundred Thouſand Pounds, being in the 
times of a Solemn Peace, That the Spaniards, have likewiſe 
ſhew'd almoſt as little Reſpect to the Province of South Carolina, 
when they came from St. Auguſtine in time alſo of Peace, and 
Plundred, Burnt, and Deſtroy'd their Barrier Settlement at 
Port Royall. And ſince the War began in 1702, the French 
and Spaniards, have Join'd together in Plundering, Burning 
and Deſtroying the ſaid New Providence, and the Reſt of 
the ſaid ind, continually Ravaging and Cruiling with their 
Privateers gong them, to the Great Deſtruction of our 
Engliſh Veſſells, that During the WAR Traded from North 
America to Tamaica and others of our Meſt-India Iſlands: 
So that for Ten Years laſt paſt, there has been no Regular 
form of Government left among the ſaid Iſlands, which by 
theſe means ſince the Peace haye been almoſt Reduc'd to a 


Neſt of Pyrates. 


IV. That the LORDS Proprietors, have been not only 
Incapable or Unwilling to put their ſaid Governments in a 
Poſture of Defending themſelves againſt the aforeſaid Supe- 
rior Powers of France and Spain; But have Neglected, the 
procuring Reſtitution and that Juſtice ſhould be done to their 
Oppreſſed Tenants, the Inhabitants of South Carolina and of 
New P2ovidence aforeſaid, for the Inſults and Depredations 
Committed by the @paniards on the ſaid Inhabirants in Time 
of Peace as before mentioned, altho' Earneſt Applications have 
been made to them, for that Purpoſe. 


V. That the ſaid Pzoprietozs,by Incouraging if not Affirming 
Acts of Aſſembly made in South Carolina, whereby Party 
Rage was let looſe, Did Weaken the Bands of Unity and 
Concord among the Planters and Setlers there, to the Great 
Diſcouragement of Trade and Commerce, and the farther 


Improving the Settlement of the ſaid Pzobince. 


VI. That Notwithſtanding Several Putinies have been Fo- 
mented within their Goyernment in New P2ovidence afore- 
ſaid, wherein ſome of their Subſtituted Goyernors haye been 
Seiz d and Impriſon'd, one of whom they Secur'd on board 
of a Veſſel in the Harbour thereof, and another they ſent 
from their Government, in order to be convey'd to England: 
And altho' Application has been made, both by the ſaid Go- 
vernor and [nhabitants to the ſaid Proprietors; Vet they have 
been Nevertheleſs without Redreſs, or any farther Notice 
taken thereof, To the great Diſcouragement of ſuch Govern- 
nors and Officers, who had Sery'd well, and likewiſe of thoſe 


Inhabitants who were thereby Sufferers in their Effects and 
II. That the Inhabitants eſteeming themſelves Fellow Sub- Trade : 


Trade. 


VII. That for Want of Neceſſary Fortifications and Gar- 
riſons, Whereby the ſaid Iſland of New P2ovidence may be 
made Tenable againſt their Enemies in time of W AR, the 
Government there, haye not been Capable of bringing Py- 
rates, who had forc'd themſelves among them to Juice as 
was Demonſtrated when Avery alias Bridgman and his Crew, 
who Robb'd the Great Moguls Ship, and then came to the 
ſaid New P2ovidence and Sunk their Ship, the Fancy, in the 
Harbour thereof: at which time, the ſaid Proprictors Govern- 
ment there, unable to proceed againſt them according te 
the Rigour of the Law; took only the ſaid Pyrates Bonds 
for their Appearance in a Year and a oe after which Bonds 
were ſo taken, wanting Power they could not hinder them 
from Flying to Places, where they thought themſelves more 


ſecure. 


int. Thae che ſaid WRaba Itlanvs, by the Rage of their 
Enemies, as is before mentioned aving been wholly depriv'd 
of all manner of Forms of Government as aforeſaid, Pyrates 
are now Multiplying among them: By whom not only ma- 
ny of our Engl; Veſſels have been lately Robb'd and ſome 
taken; But the ſaid Pyrates, have likewiſe Robb'd our Allies 
the Spaniards, and thereby have Enrag'd them to threaten 
the Extirpation of all the Engliſh on thoſe Iſlands: Which 
Threats, if they ſhould put in Practice, our Mozth American 
and Weſt India Trade; will be fatally Diſcourag'd. Where- 
as in Caſe of a Rupture between the Crown of Gzeat Waitain, 
and thoſe of Fzance and Spain; The Bahama Jflands and 
South Carolina, pur into a proper poſture of Defence under 
a Royal Protection, will be a greater Bridle upon the Spaniſh 
Trade; Than ever Dunkirk was upon the Channel, or Gt- 
bꝛalter and Port Mabon in the Mediterranian. 


IX, That the aforeſaid ill State of the ſaid Bahama Jflands, 
together with the late Robbery the Pyrates there have Com- 
mitted on the @paniards, may probably have been ſome Foun- 
dation, or Encouragement which poſſibly the @paniards have 

iven their Neighbour Indians and others to make the preſent 
rbarous Incurſions upon Poꝛt Royal, and the Reſt of the 
Settlements in South Carolina. 


Laſtly, That the LORDS Proprictors of Carolina, having 
been lately apply'> to, by the Inhabitants thereof, for their 
Lordſhips Aſſiſtance under their moſt diſmal Circumſtances, 
in order to Reduce the ſaid Cruel and moſt Inhumane In- 
dians. And the ſaid Proprietors, having Declar'd themſelves 
under no Obligation out of their Seperate Eſtates, to Relieye 
the ſaid Inhabitants, or make the Babama Mend Tenable: 
The Inhabitants of thoſe Governments, muſt Unavoidably fall 
a Prey to their Enemies, Unleſs the ſaid Provinces of Ca- 
rolina and the illands, are taxen Immediately under 
the Government and Protection of the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain, and ſuch Supplies ſent them, as are in this preſent Ex- 


igency abſolutely Neceſſary, for their preſet vation and Defence, 
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: Regulating Charter and 
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6 Sg ments in America. FT 
| More Eſpecially Carolina, | 


AND THE 


; | Bahama Iſlands. 
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